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STRONG CORRELATION BETWEEN TERM
“SHAHEED” & TERROR SUPPORT

PURPOSE

Meta's policies explicitly prohibit content that glorifies or supports individuals or groups engaged in
terrorist activities. Amidst Meta’s ongoing policy debate over how to handle the term “martyr” (“shaheed”
in Arabic), this study comprehensively analyzes online usage of “martyr" and similar terminology within
Facebook and Instagram conversations. Our primary objective is to identify the contexts in which these
terms are employed and to track their impact on social media conversations and real-life activities — how
use of the terms shapes public perception and behaviors. Given the Meta Oversight Board’s recent
decision to not regulate the terms “martyr" and “shaheed,” this study aims to equip Meta decision-makers
with data about how the term connects to incitement, hatred, and support for terrorism in violation of Meta
policies.

METHODOLOGY

The Antisemitism Researcher Center (ARC) worked with social media analytics firm Cyabra to build a
comprehensive understanding of the usage and influence of conversations surrounding “martyrs.” Cyabra
conducted an extensive analysis of the terms “shaheed," "x¢3," "martyr," and the hashtags #shahid, #xes,
and #shaheed on Facebook and Instagram. The data collection spanned from June 6 to July 6, providing a

robust dataset for thorough examination.

Cyabra used Al algorithms designed to identify and analyze the main nuances within these conversations,
enabling an analysis of the various narratives surrounding the scanned terms. This technology facilitated
the detection of patterns and trends in the usage of the term, illuminating its prevalence and the specific
contexts in which it most frequently occurs. The analysis also tracked how narratives surrounding the term’s
influence public opinion and contribute to discourse that violates Meta’s existing policies.

MAIN FINDINGS

= Glorifying Terrorism: 32% of Meta posts using the term “martyrs”
to positively describe individuals involved in terrorist attacks include
glorifying language.

= Policy Violation: Presenting recognized terrorists as heroes is a
violation of Facebook and Instagram policies banning support of
terrorism. Further, content presenting “martyrs” as role models has
been observed in some instances to inspire subsequent terrorist
attacks.

" Widespread Reach: Terms associated with “martyr” have a
significant reach on Meta, with a total of 20,006 profiles
disseminating 28,161 posts and comments — resulted in a total of
37,885,563 engagements and the potential to reach an audience of
1,164,206,316 views. An estimated 372.5 million Meta users thus
could have been exposed to content praising terrorism.
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THE PRAISE OF TERRORISM

The analysis conducted on Instagram and Facebook revealed that the term “martyr" and analogous
terms are used by more than 32% of users to glorify terrorist activities acts committed around the
world. This comprehensive research indicates that 372.5 million people have potentially been

exposed to posts and content praising terror attacks and advocate for terrorist activities.

Meta's Code of Conduct clearly states: "We remove Glorification, Support, and Representation of
various dangerous organizations and individuals. These concepts apply to the organizations
themselves, their activities, and their members. These concepts do not proscribe peaceful advocacy
for particular political outcomes.” It is our understanding that the recent decision by the Meta
Oversight Board not to block the term “shaheed" or “martyr" contradicts Meta's policy, which also
states: "In an effort to prevent and disrupt real-world harm, we do not allow organizations or
individuals that proclaim a violent mission or are engaged in violence to have a presence on our

platforms."

The unrestricted use of the term “shaheed" or “martyr" contravenes these policies, especially when

associated with the glorification of perpetrators of acts of terrorism.

Presented below are examples of posts and comments that contain praising keywords related to
“martyr,” effectively glorifying terrorists:
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This post references the terrorist Oday Tamimi,
who murdered an Israeli soldier, and includes the
hashtag #hero.

A compr
A Anmsemimswm
A MOVEMENT


https://www.instagram.com/p/C9AqE-7t4gJ
https://www.facebook.com/mahersafi1982/posts/2490016837842890

EXAMINATION OF TERRORISM PRAISE ON META
2023 HAMAS ATTACK ON ISRAEL

e On October 7, 2023, Hamas executed a coordinated attack on Israel, resulting in the
deaths of more than 1,200 Israelis and the abduction of 250 hostages. During the assault,
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) engaged the terrorists in southern border communities,
successfully neutralizing most of the terrorists who infiltrated Israel.

e In the days following the massacre, Facebook and Instagram were inundated with images of
Hamas terrorists, with profiles praising them and referring to them as heroes, using the
keyword "martyr" in both Arabic and English.

e As part of these posts, profiles shared the number of Israelis who were killed and abducted,
as well as the terrorists who committed these atrocities, referring to them positively as
"martyrs." Such content is particularly dangerous as it glorifies and legitimizes acts of
violence. By labeling terrorists as “martyrs,” these posts endorse violent acts and incite and
radicalize others. This type of narrative can potentially perpetuate a cycle of violence,
encouraging individuals to commit similar acts with the expectation of being honored and

remembered.

Presented below are examples of posts published on October 7, which mention the names of Hamas terrorists killed
during the invasion of Israel. These posts commend the terrorists, wishing them patience, and referring to them as
heroes, while also using the term "martyrs."

- . Mofreh Abd Alaa
@./ DrMaher Safi is . feeling sad with Naoomy Maher and 2 others. ctober 7, 2023 - @
7 October 7, 2023 - Q@ :7]10/2023 |31 G> 9033l plgb iSyns clagd
i . S omo (une dabnall dsgddi-1
indlb ol wige olgaiiwl Ol dll sue walnall augidi-2
losax Gl wige ply wige ol Ghae eSiuay Ly S0 dax salonall sgddl-3

LJLhJﬂ USloas 2 all P See more ...,>Jlall soxs il sugill-4
o=y adl blg all Gl The martyrs of the battle of Tufan Al-Aqgsa so far | 7/10/2023:
1- The martyr Mujahid Moeen Moamer

2- The martyr, the mujahid Abdullah Al-Ghalban
Martyrdom of Mohannad Morad Tafesh 3- The martyr, Mujaheed Ahmed Sabry

May God give you patience, Adili Abu Mohannad, Um Mohannad, and all the family 4-Martyr journalist Muhammad Al-Salehi... See more
May God have mercy on all our heroic martyrs - Hide Rate this translatior
We belong to Allah, and to Him we shall return

& - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

O 32 34 comments



https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=%D9%85%D9%87%D9%86%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%20%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B4
https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=%D9%85%D9%87%D9%86%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%20%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B4

EXAMINATION OF TERRORISM PRAISE ON META
2023 HAMAS ATTACK ON ISRAEL

* One notable instance of praise directed at Hamas terrorists following the October 7th massacre
involves the terrorist Moeen Maamar, who was killed by the Israeli army after committing

numerous murders of innocent Israeli civilians.

* Cyabra identified hundreds of posts and comments that praised the actions of this
“martyr,” proudly stating that he had murdered 20 Israeli civilians before his death. In these
posts, profiles also conveyed wishes for him to have a blessed afterlife, referring to him as a

hero.
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#May Allah have mercy on you martyr

#¢ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

Abdé Llah
October 7, 2023 -

5

om0 o Jiliadl Sl sugad! S| all
90881 ol8gb" 1 dogugall giST [0S 7 o2 ssac dalac clagid >l

4isds JS (b 2 Jasey @185 10 B podll lim (8 Bigsguo 20 Jib
See more ....SHl pallg 1 podall acludl 3 &Syl

God is the greatest martyr the hero fighter Moein Moamer
One of the martyrs of the crossing on October 7 which is labeled as "Al-Agsa Flood".
20 Zionists were killed on this day in 10 minutes at the rate of 2 per minute

Blessing is in the helping hand of the believer, and the wise blood... See more

£ - Hide Translation - Rate this translation

2 comments

U WG emMidg .. sdisd] 06 Wlagd

39w Like Reply See translation

ADO 1comment 1 share

A COMBAT
A Anmsemimswm
MOVEMENT
X


https://www.facebook.com/nira.elfiky/posts/1064553138052233
https://www.facebook.com/Boudellalbillal/posts/1515571079260978
https://www.facebook.com/Abdellah.1028/posts/685392026874867
https://www.facebook.com/somaia.eid.712/posts/1500935964081808

EXAMINATION OF TERRORISM PRAISE ON META
2024 TERROR ATTACK IN KARMIEL

e On July 3rd, 2024, Jawad Rabia, an Israeli Arab from the northern village of Nahf, carried
out a stabbing attack on the second floor of a mall in nearby city of Karmiel. One off-
duty IDF soldier was murdered in the incident, and another wounded.

e A few hours following the terrorist attack, Facebook was inundated with posts
commemorating the terrorist, many of which referred to him as a "martyr" in both English
and Arabic. These posts justified his actions and expressed pride, asserting that he
had earned the title of “martyr.”

e Among the comments, many praised Rabia and expressed hopes that he would join the
other “martyrs” of Palestine in heaven, and some even prayed for more “martyrs” to replicate
his actions.

e Such content, praising a terrorist, violates Meta's policies that explicitly prohibit the
glorification of violence and terrorism. According to Meta's community standards, any
content that supports or praises individuals or groups involved in terrorist activities is strictly

prohibited on its platforms.

Presented below are examples of a post and a comment that praised the terrorist responsible for murdering the soldier,
referring to him as a hero and expressing positive sentiments.
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-A nation has laughed at by nations-
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The post had the potential to reach 1,740 views.
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The comment had the potential to reach 4,424 views.

A COMBAT
A Anmsemimswm
A MOVEMENT


https://www.facebook.com/groups/524775092860467?multi_permalinks=840812871256686&hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=352891614495583&id=100093242422818

EXAMINATION OF TERRORISM PRAISE ON META
2024 DOLEV SHOOTING ATTACK

e  On the morning of March 22, 2024, Mujahid Barakat Mansour, a Palestinian terrorist from
the village of Dayr Ibzi’ near Ramallah, executed a shooting attack on a minibus carrying
Israeli passengers in neighboring Dolev. Following the attack, numerous Facebook posts
commended the terrorist, referring to him as a "martyr" in both English and Arabic.

e These accounts shared images of the terrorist, extolling his actions and describing him as
brave and heroic. They expressed gratitude for his contributions to the “resistance,”

portraying him as a key figure in the Palestinian struggle against Israel.

Presented below are examples of posts praising the terrorist, using the term "martyr" in both English and Arabic. These
posts had a combined potential reach of 8,466 views.
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May Allah accept your effort and effort, and elevate your status among the aliyin.
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of Deer Bazi near Ramallah in the West Bank, on Friday, which injured 7 soldiers and killed a
class officer from the Dovdvan elite unit.

The Palestinian gunman attacked a bus of settlers in Deir Bizia, west of Ramallah, and
continued clashing with the occupation army for hours, which he could only stop by being
targeted by a helicopter fired by a missile, leading to his martyrdom.

May God have mercy on him, a wide mercy and accept from him
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https://www.facebook.com/tay.gos111/posts/2677931502375609
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=25335504502730351&id=100000924483683
https://www.facebook.com/seif.webas.35/posts/1449170612343930

EXAMINATION OF TERRORISM PRAISE ON META

2023 RE’EM JUNCTION SHOOTING ATTACK

e On February 16, 2023, Fadi Jamjoom, a terrorist from the from Shu’afat neighborhood of
East Jerusalem carried out a shooting attack at a bus stop at Re’em Junction in
southern Israel, resulting in the deaths of two Israelis.

e Following the attack, numerous profiles began disseminating images of the terrorist on
Facebook and Instagram, referring to him as a "martyr" in both Arabic and English,
accompanied by laudatory terms such as "hero" and "fighter."

e These accounts expressed gratitude for his assistance in “resisting the occupation,” asking

Allah to grant him a place in heaven in recognition of his act.

Presented below are examples of posts and comments praising the terrorist, using the term "martyr" in both
English and Arabic. These content units had a combined potential reach of 53,893 views.
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The martyr, God willing, Fadi Gamjoum

This is the real role of the bank

The bank of the living has no excuse for your silence, so rise up

May God have mercy on the martyr, hero Sheikh Fadi Gamjoum

He killed three pigs with his pure hands and became a martyr on Friday. Condolences to the
soul of martyrdom.

Wake up people of the Bank, Gaza is dying
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https://www.instagram.com/hrebat/p/C3aM8VUtp5x/
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ACT TO PREVENT "MARTYR" FROM FUELING
GLORIFICATION OF VIOLENCE ON META

CONCLUSIONS

Widespread: The extensive use the term “martyr” and similar expressions on Meta platforms
significantly amplifies the reach of these posts to a broad audience. Our study found that
Facebook contributed 37,415,012 engagements and 1,103,290,885 potential views, with an
estimated 353 million people potentially exposed to content praising terror. Similarly, Instagram
accounted for 470,000 engagements and 60,915,430 potential views, with an estimated 19.5
million people potentially exposed.

Glorifying Terrorists: The depiction of terrorists as “martyrs” is often presented in a positive
light on these platforms, associated with affirmative terms such as "hero," "heaven," and
"honor." This portrayal contravenes Meta's policies, which explicitly prohibit content that
glorifies or supports individuals or groups engaged in terrorist activities.

Inspiring Violence: The legitimization of content about martyrs contributes to inspired terror
attacks, as young individuals see these terrorists depicted as national heroes and are
motivated to emulate them to achieve similar recognition. This underscores the urgent need for
Meta to enforce its policies more stringently to prevent the dissemination of content that can
radicalize users and perpetuate violence.

Implementing Safeguards: Given the public safety risks, Meta must consider banning these
terms to prevent the dissemination of harmful content and preventing violence. By taking such
measures, Meta can reinforce its commitment to removing content that supports or praises
terrorism, ensuring a safer online environment. Given the gravity of the challenge, Meta should
implement stricter controls to prevent the spread of content that glorifies terrorism and better
align its platform with its policies — helping to prevent radicalization and violence.
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